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Working Together 


I" THE FIRST NUMBER OF NORTH COUNTRY LIBRARIES, in a 
on the Library Services Act, Wilfred L. Morin speaks of the “se 
systems” of New England. In the second number Mrs. Genevieve Gali 
discusses the A.L.A. standards for public library service, which strong 
advocate systems of cooperating libraries. In this issue we have spec 
details on regional library systems in our two states. 

It is interesting to note that such library extension service in both 
Hampshire and Vermont had its beginnings at approximately the same 
time, in the 1890’s. They were among the very first states to pass lawy 
directed toward improving library service in rural areas. Another interesting 
parallel between the two states, library-wise, is the strong influence exerted 
by intelligent, public-spirited women. In Vermont Mary Titcomb envisiong j 
bookmobiles when Old Dobbin was still kicking up dust on dirt roads; ia 
New Hampshire Jennie DeMerritt advocated library institutes and 
in-aid to help the smaller libraries. The State Federation of Women’s Cluby 
in both states made gifts of bookmobiles and worked hard to get the state 
legislatures to enact laws and appropriate funds for extension of state library 
service. 

Sixty years later we are still talking about expanding public libraty 
service; the missionary spirit tempered by common sense is still strong 
cooperation is the keyword to regional library service; Vermont and New 
Hampshire are still pioneering, as witness this joint bulletin. As the arg 
of cooperation enlarges, the benefits spread out more and more to te 
smaller communities. For it is always the hope of the librarian to mali! 
library resources equally accessible to all individuals. a 
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Regional Library Service in Vermont 


INCE 1894 the development of regional library service in Vermont has 
6 been a continuing effort to provide and make accessible more and 
better books for people interested in books and education but living in a 
rural area. Public library service in Vermont began in Brookfield in 1791. 
Public spirited citizens gave library buildings while communities organized 
and operated libraries. By 1931 there were 227 libraries in the state. 

Although there were library buildings with collections of books, half of 
the libraries were open only two to four hours a week. Some were not opened 
during the winter because of lack of heating facilities. During the winter 
snows and cold weather it was difficult and often impossible for families 
living on isolated farms to get to the library. For such reasons people who 
wanted books could not get them even when there was a library in the com- 
munity. In summer when the library was opened and morxe accessible, 
there were not new and attractive books because fifty percent of the libraries 
were spending less than $100.00 annually for books. 

The problem was how to strengthen the many small libraries already 
serving the communities in the very evident limited way and also how to 
make books available at all times for people living in isolated places. 

The first Secretary of the Commission, Miss Mary R. Titcomb, had the 
idea of using a wagon drawn by horses to take books from a central reservoir 
of books to small libraries and farm families. In 1905 she left Vermont and 
went to Maryland to try out her idea there. 

Later her idea became a reality in Vermont when the Vermont Federation 
of Women’s Clubs gave the ‘‘Alice Coolidge Bookwagon” named for Mrs. 
Omeron H. Coolidge of Rutland, first president of the Vermont Federation 
of Women’s Clubs and friend of Miss Titcomb. The interest, begun in 
1922, has continued through the years by replacing this vehicle as needed. 
In December, 1957 the Brattleboro Regional Library received a walk-in 
Gerstenslager Bookmobile, the latest gift of the Federation. Adults and 
children can now select from a collection of 1800 books in a warm, attractive 
environment at a location convenient for them. This is quite different from 
the truck of 50 years ago whose wooden sides were opened so borrowers 
could select from the shelves facing them. Then persistent and eager bor- 
rowers, appreciating that service, withstood storm and cold to get the 
books they wanted. 

Regional library service in Vermont, as such, comes of age in 1958 for 
it was at the 1937 session of the legislature that the bill was passed and the 
appropriation made to set up statewide regional library service under the 
direction of the state library agency. This followed an experiment which 
was carried on from june, 1931 to December, 1933 with headquarters at 
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the Billings Library at the University of Vermont. A Carnegie Corporation 
grant of $14,000 provided a regional librarian, a book-automobile, books 
and all supplies. The Vermont Library Experiment Committee was par, 
of the Vermont Commission on Country Life organized in 1928 to make a 
study of Vermont and Vermonters in order to maintain the educational 
standards and ideals which had always been characteristic of the state. 

This Experiment in regional library service showed the desirability of 
larger units of service based on trading districts rather than counties. The 
suggestions included regional areas with headquarters in Burlington or $¢, 
Johnsbury in the north. Rutland or Brattleboro was suggested as head- 
quarters for the south. These regional libraries would provide field workers 
to give in-service training and help the librarians in the small libraries 
throughout the state. The recommendations included increased appropria- 
tion for the state library agency in order to carry out the recommendations, 
This was the accomplishment of the 1937 legislature following the untiring 
efforts of librarians, educators, and interested citizens. 

In the past twenty-one years the state library agency has shown continuous 
growth with the establishment of five regional libraries. Each has quarters, 
a bookmobile, book collection and staff of three or more. Small public 
libraries and rural schools are visited at least every other month. By this 
service the smallest libraries have new books for their readers while children 
get their books when the Bookmobile stops at the school. This service pro- 
vides books to supplement school work and books for sheer enjoyment 
during the winter when children cannot readily get to the public library 
and when it is not opened the hours necessary for them. 

These five regional libraries are all part of the state library extension agency 
whose budget is presented to each legislature. All books are ordered and 
cataloged at the Commission Headquarters in Montpelier for each regional 
library. Each bookmobile now provides books, pamphlets, films, and con- 
sultative services for public libraries, schools, and many individual readers. 
On July 1, 1956 a collection of 126,367 books was available to the people of 
Vermont through the regional library service to supplement the book 
collections in public libraries and schools. 


MONTPELIER 


The Bookmobile serves the central part of the state and has a professional 


staff to supply books and consultative services to libraries, schools and 
many individuals. 


ST. ALBANS 

The first regional library was opened in St. Albans following the 1931- 
1933 Experiment in that part of the state. The book automobile used for 
the Experiment was loaned to the St. Albans Public Library. The interest 
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and enthusiasm of the trustees of this library made this regional library 
possible. The librarian of the public library directed the regional service; 
books and funds were provided by the State Agency. 

In 1957 this regional library has ample and attractive quarters, a pro- 
fessional librarian, clerk and bookmobile clerk-driver. A new Gerstenslager 
Pioneer Bookmobile serves public libraries, schools and individuals. The 
staff of the Federal Program are also giving help in book selection, weeding, 
and administrative problems in the libraries in the St. Albans Federation. 
This is being expanded so that all librarians who want to improve their 
services can have practical help. The aims of the regional service are being 
more adequately met by giving help to strengthen the services of the small 
library and provide books for adults and children in isolated areas. 


RUTLAND 

July 1, 1937 the Rutland Regional Library was opened with quarters 
in the Rutland Free Library. The 1937 legislature provided for the pro- 
fessional librarian, bookmobile, books, and clerical staff. The area covered 
was so large that many trips required two or more days in order to serve 
the entire southern part of the state. After ten years a Regional Library was 
opened in Brattleboro to serve the southeastern part of the state. 

The Rutland regional service has grown and now has a new Gerstenslager 
bookmobile to serve more effectively the public libraries, schools, and rural 
citizens of the southwestern area of the state. 


ST. JOHNSBURY 

August 15, 1937 the St. Johnsbury Regional Library was opened to 
serve the northeastern part of the state. This was located in the St. Johns- 
bury Athenaeum. With professional staff, bookmobile, books, and clerical] 
staff it serves the small libraries and rural schools, as well as many individuals. 

A Federation of libraries was organized in this region in 1957 under the 
Federal Program. As this continues, all libraries interested can receive 
specific help with books and consultative services. 


BRATTLEBORO 

In order to provide more adequate library service for the southern part 
of the state the 1947 legislature made provision for a fifth Regional Library, 
opened July 1, 1948 in Brattleboro. The Home Demonstration Groups in 
the state provided funds for the Bookmobile. The headquarters are in the 
Brattleboro Public Library with professional staff to serve the libraries, 
schools, and individuals with a fine book collection. In November, 1957 a 
field worker was added under the Federal Program to give added personal 
help in library problems and conduct workshops for the librarians. The new 
Bookmobile is strengthening the book services. Now young and old in town 
and rural homes can receive adequate books and library services. 
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Regional library service in Vermont has persistently improved during 
the sixty-four years since its beginning in 1894. The Free Public Library 
Commission in 1958 with five bookmobiles, a staff of thirty, a book collection 
of approximately 140,000 books, and a budget of $151,200 continues serving 
the people of Vermont with the original basic philosophy. 

Miss Mary Titcomb, in her first biennial report of 1895 wrote: ““Common 
sense, and a conscientious desire to promote the usefulness of the library, 
will, in most cases, guide the librarian into formulating the rules best for 
each individual community. It should be remembered in this connection 
that after all the personal equation is the largest factor in the success of 
any library. Enthusiasm in the work and a belief in it as a powerful aid to the 
advancement of the town; in brief, the true librarian’s spirit, which must 
before all things be the missionary spirit, will do more to make the library 
a power for good than any code of rules. ..Do all in your power to make 
the library useful. Form the habit of noting the taste of each reader and see 
that he is supplied with everything the library contains on his specialty. 
Do not make the mistake of thinking children are of no consequence. If 
there is any preference, let it be shown to them.” 

In this spirit the regional library service continues to strengthen the 227 
public libraries as it serves the 377,747 children and adults living, for the 
most part, in small villages and on farms. 

Mrs. Jane B. Hobson, 
Executive Secretary 


Extension Service in New Hampshire 


OSIAH H. Whittier, Jennie DeMerritt, Arthur H. Chase, F. Mabel 

Winchell—to many they are little more than names; to a few they are 
known as the real founders of library extension in New Hampshire. Rural 
library service is the story of individuals who realized that sharing books 
brought together in a single collection provided benefits far beyond the 
few books most persons could own. A few people developed an even larger 
conception of the value of books, believing that only by cooperation of 
neighboring libraries and the sharing of state resources could libraries be 
effective. . 

In 1891, a few months after Massachusetts had passed the first law of its 
kind and during a period of acrimonious debate on apportionment of 
legislative seats and stormy discussion of railroad mileage books, the General 
Court quietly enacted a law to “promote the establishment and efficiency 
of free public libraries.” The governor appointed the first commission and 
Josiah H. Whittier of East Rochester became its secretary. His letterbooks 
exemplify devotion to a cause and his circular to help new libraries contains 
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much that is useful today, although the middle-of-the-road statement op 
access to books will bring a smile. Obviously the Commission thought jt 
a good idea for the public to browse in the stacks, but in 1891 librarians 
were not ready to give up this “‘pleasant’’ guardianship. 

When Mr. Whittier died in 1899, his colleagues on the Commission 
recounted his achievements. ‘“‘During the time he was secretary, 138 free 
libraries were established in the state, and books were furnished to them by 
the commissioners of the value of $13,800. All the administrative work 
attending the establishment of these libraries and the selection and dis. 
tribution of the books was done by Mr. Whittier with ability and success, 
He was the moving spirit of the movement.” 

After this period the Commision lacked strength. Arthur Chase, state 
librarian and ex officio member, carried on as best he could without staff 
or funds. He advised trustees and librarians as time permitted, and edited 
a quarterly bulletin for their benefit. The first issue explained the value of 
public libraries expanding their resources by borrowing books from the 
state library, and an article called “Advertising The Library” lacks only 
television and radio to be a modern presentation on how to set forth the 
potentialities of a library to the public. Throughout Mr. Chase’s many 
years as state librarian he contributed generously of his time to the cause of 
rural libraries, but he was a busy state official with many other responsibilities. 

Fortunately for New Hampshire a remarkable woman, Jennie DeMerritt, 
one-time assistant librarian at the Boston Athenaeum, returned to her home 
in Madbury and began a campaign for the establishment of a staff whose 
entire responsibility was aiding small public libraries. As Mr. Chase wrote 
in 1896, the problem was not more libraries but better libraries. 

As chairman of the Literature and Library Committee of the New Hamp- 
shire Federation of Women’s Clubs, Miss DeMerritt suggested in her report 
of 1907 that New Hampshire needed “‘to establish in each county as often 
as once in every two years library institutes. ..also advocate the office of 
State Visitor, or one who could visit the libraries possibly once a year... 
aiding in any way...the general welfare of the library.”” When she served 
as President of the Federation, she brought important library leaders to 
the state to help explain the goals she had set. In typical club fashion res 
olutions were passed, and success followed, as it often does with a group d 
determined women. The legislature passed new laws in 1917 for a state 


agency with responsibility for aiding libraries, and appropriated funds in 
roy. 


Meanwhile, the Graffort Club of Portsmouth was carrying out a project 
started in 1898. They collected books and funds and sent boxes of books 
called travelling libraries all over the state. When the newly formed state 
agency began its service to libraries, it accepted the challenge of the Graffort 
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Club and took over the work of the travelling libraries. By this time the 
sate was providing four services for public libraries; the loan service of 
the State Library, package travelling libraries, the bulletin, and advisory 
srvice from the newly appointed librarian-secretary. 

F. Mabel Winchell, librarian of the Manchester City Library, was prob- 
ably one of the strongest guiding forces of the new agency. Appointed in 
1917, she served until 1940. A firm pattern of advisory service was developed, 
although it was not until 1934 that the librarian-secretary was given a staff 
member whose sole responsibility was that of “‘field visitor.’’ The first 
bookmobile was purchased early in 1938. The travelling libraries were 
placed on the shelves of the new truck, and it ventured out to the small 
towns. Starting first in the Conway area, the service grew and libraries in 
Coos, Sullivan, and parts of Merrimack counties were added to the schedule. 
At Wolfeboro, July 19, 1940, the New Hampshire Federation of Women’s 
Clubs presented another bookmobile to the state, and by i954 had given 
three more. This made it possible to expand the service area. 


LITTLETON 

In 1940, through the generosity of the trustees of the Littleton Public 
Library, the first branch office was opened in the library basement, serving 
Grafton and Coos counties. It was exciting, then as now, to have a truck 
drive up to the door leaving a new lot of books, and then as now, there was 
assistance from a librarian who knew the answers to many problems. Since 
1952 this branch has been in charge of Ralph Riley, a graduate of Syracuse 
University Library School. He and his wife, a former children’s librarian, 
have settled in Littleton with their three children. Both are active in com- 
munity affairs, and Mr. Riley is quite a do-it-yourself handyman. 


KEENE 

To meet the growing demands, additional librarians were employed and 
in 1952 a branch office was opened in the library of the Keene Teachers 
College, in charge of Charles D. Maurer, Jr. Bookmobile service was ex- 
tended to all the libraries in the southwestern section of the state. Mr. 
Maurer, a graduate of Simmons College Library School, brought with 
him the background of experience on a county bookmobile in Ohio. He 
married a Keene girl, and they have two children. Mr. Maurer is under- 
standing of small-library problems, well-informed on all kinds of books, 
and until recently a fine pitcher for the Sunset League in Keene. He is 
assisted by Mr. LeRoy Locke, a longtime resident of the Hillsboro-Deering 


' area. 





EXETER 
Now it was possible to visit every rural library in the state on a regular 
schedule, since two librarians were also working from the State Library 
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in Concord, though they spent long hours riding from Concord to the more 
distant points. In 1957, as one phase of New Hampshire’s program unde 
the federal Library Services Act, a third branch office was opened in Exeter 
to serve the southeastern section of the state. A warehouse on the banks 
of the river was converted into a modern office, large enough to permit 
meetings and with a stack area sufficient for 20,000 books. Mrs. Rachel 
Sanborn, a longtime resident of Epping, is in charge. She is a graduate of 
Simmons College Library School, and had public library experience jn 
Bourne, Mass. and Great Neck, N. Y. Her most recent experience as librarian 
of the Epping Library gives her firsthand knowledge of the problems of 
New Hampshire librarians. After her three children became teen-agers, 
she found it possible to return to full-time library work, as well as to con. 
tinue her active interest and participation in community affairs. At pres. 
ent she is second vice-president of the New Hampshire Library Association. 


CONCORD 

Gardner Soule, the Extension Librarian in charge, joined the staff in 
1955, having had experience at the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore, 
and the Anne Arundel County Library in Maryland. He is a graduate of 
the University of Michigan Library School. The area served from Concord 
comprises Belknap and Carroll counties, and Merrimack County north 
and west of Concord. Mr. Soule and his wife, formerly a children’s librarian, 
keep busy in church and community affairs and are raising two active sons. 
Mr. Jack Smith, a former police chief in Hillsboro, is Mr. Soule’s Assistant. 

In recent years the staff of the Extension Division of the State Library 
has grown and in addition to the four branch office librarians there are 
two Public Library Consultants, as well as the Assistant State Librarian, 
in charge of the service which the law says “‘shall do all that it is able to do 
to promote and advance library service.” They are available to assist and 
advise local librarians and trustees concerning up-to-date library techniques, 
reorganization, surveys, etc. They conduct neighborhood meetings and 
workshops on a regular schedule throughout the state, and speak to clubs 
and other groups about books and good library service. A larger staff is 
better able to carry out many worthwhile projects. Since 1938 the State 
Library has operated an elaborate interlibrary loan service through a union 
catalog of the holdings of the larger public libraries. Since the days of 
Arthur Chase it has provided the answers to reference questions too difficult 
for rural libraries, and today three reference librarians devote their full 
time to this activity. 

Mr. Whittier’s dream of a library in every town, expanded by Miss 
DeMerritt’s awareness of the value of regular contacts with professionally 
trained and experienced librarians, and strengthened by Miss Winchell’s 
vision of regional service, has become a reality. Those who give freely of 
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their time can make a service vital, and today we need public-spirited 
citizens to discover the next steps in the search for ideas to improve library 
service for every individual in the state. 


Mrs. Mildred P. McKay, Librarian 
Emil W. Allen, Asst. Librarian 
New Hampshire State Library 


Vermont Library News 


BRADFORD 

A series of Saturday morning film programs for children of kindergarten 
through fourth grade is proving popular at the Bradford Public Library. 
This is part of the Federal Program in the Bradford Federation. 


BRATTLEBORO 

The Brattleboro Public Library has opened an attractive new Young 
People’s section. Approximately one-fourth of the holders of adult cards 
at this library are high school students. 

The Brattleboro Public Library has purchased a Bookmobile to extend 
and improve their services. 


BURLINGTON 

The Fletcher Free Library is continuing its ‘““American Heritage” adult 
discussion group for the fifth season. 

The library survey made by Joseph L. Wheeler of Benson, nationally 
known library consultant, is being printed in the Burlington Free Press. 
A five-year plan is recommended to increase the public library services. 


DERBY 

A new public library has been 
presented to Derby by Mr. and Mrs. 
William R. Dailey. The attractive 
library has 5,500 books to serve 
children and adults. It is adjacent 
to the Derby Academy building 
and a school building in the process 
of construction. 





MORRISVILLE 

The Morristown Centennial Library has received a gift of five bookcases 
of books on the Civil War. Another gift of $1,000 is to have the income 
used for books. $10,000 has also been received toward an addition on the 
library. 
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NORTHFIELD 
The Brown Public Library has received a “U. N. Bookshelf” from the 


Northfield Lodge 19, I.0.0.F. A model of the U. N. Building has been on 
display with the books. 


ORLEANS 
The American Heritage group are enjoying representatives from various 


foreign countries at their meetings. Dr. Lubimor Dellin of Bulgaria was 
a recent guest and speaker. 


WINOOSKI 

Preliminary plans for a new public library have been drawn by the 
architect. This will be a memorial to Winooski citizens who gave their 
lives in World Wars I and II and the Korean War. 


New Hampshire Library News 


LACONIA 

A $100,000 addition to the Gale 
Memorial Library of Laconia was 
dedicated on November 17th with 
500 people present. Made possible by 
combining certain library trust fund 
income with a gift under the will of 
Mrs. Martha Prescott, the addition 
greatly expands the library facilities 
of the community. Mrs. Prescott’s 
will designated that the money 
should be used for some project of benefit to all the people in Laconia, and 
on this basis the library was granted the bequest. The main floor contains 
a children’s room (attractively decorated with lovely juvenile pictures the 
library had been keeping for years), a staff room, a work room (a joy toa 
staff heretofore without one), while on the ground level is a new auditorium. 
Many furnishings were gifts of generous citizens. 


HAMPTON 

On January 5th the Lane Memorial Library dedicated a newly renovated 
and enlarged building, complete with new equipment. The new wing uses 
a combination of plate and block glass for a modernistic facade. A color 
scheme of green and white throughout the entire building and green printed 
draperies at the windows achieve an effect of airy cheerfulness. The library 
expansion cost $40,000 in town funds in addition to a $10,000 gift from 
Wheaton J. Lane, son of the original donor. A special feature of the dedica- 
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tion was an exhibit (hung on the new display boards) of paintings by local 
artist Arthur Johnson. 


STATE AID 

State Aid funds for 1957-58 have been awarded to six libraries for the 
purpose of improving their services: the Stephenson Memorial Library of 
Greenfield for juvenile books; the Tucker Free Library of Henniker for 
juvenile books; the Lyme Town Library for juvenile non-fiction; the Mason 
Public Library for young people’s non-fiction; the Colebrook Town Library 
for juvenile books; and the Pittsburg Public Library for assistance in catalog- 
ing their collection. 


NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS 

A series of sixteen neighborhood meetings for librarians and trustees began 
on February 4th. Featured are displays of new books, professional literature, 
and a discussion of how to promote the wider use of the local library. Meet- 
ings are scheduled at Goffstown, Antrim, Newington, Greenville, Canter- 
bury, Fitzwilliam, Derry, Alstead, New London, Hanover, Lisbon, North 
Conway, Wolfeboro, Colebrook, Gorham, and Rumney. 





BOOK REVIEWS 





ADULT FICTION 


Miss DoREEN M. HARPER 
Library Consultant New Hampshire State Library 


*Starred items recommended for young 
people. 

A DEATH IN THE FAMILY. James 
Agee, McDowell, $3.95. 

Sensitive, moving. A young father’s death 

and its acceptance by the different members 

of his closely knit, loving family. 

A FAMILY AFFAIR. Roger 
Crowell, $3.95. 

The rise of a contemporary American 

business hero working his way up in his 

wife’s family’s steel factory. A Literary 

Guild selection. 

PEMBERTON LTD. Anthony Glyn. 
Dial, $3.95. 

Already acclaimed in England, this is 

another realistic story of a young man’s 

struggle to gain control of the family’s 

business. 


Eddy. 


SOUTH BY JAVA HEAD. Alistair 
MacLean. Doubleday, $3.95. 

An exciting adventure story of counter 

espionage between the Japanese and the 

British on the last ship out of Singapore in 

1942, 

STREET OF RICHES. Gabrielle Roy. 
Harcourt, $3.95. 

Well written but often sad vignettes of 

childhood in a large French Canadian 

family in St. Boniface, Manitoba. 


THE WIND IN THE FOREST. Inglis 
Fletcher. Bobbs, Merrill, $3.95. 
An historical novel of the struggle for 
freedom in North Carolina, possibly the 
first of the American Revolution, com- 
bining political drama and romance. 





ADULT NON-FICTION 


*AGE OF FIREARMS, A PICTORIAL 
HISTORY. Robert Held. Harper, $7.50 
The general reader, the teen ager, and the 








collector will all enjoy this survey of five 
centuries of arms and armor, and their 
effect on civilization. 


ALL THE PLANTS OF THE BIBLE. 
Winifred Walker. Harper, $4.95. 

Authoritative life-size pictures of 114 

plants mentioned in the Bible, together 

with their English, Latin, and Hebrew 
names, pertinent Biblical captions, and 
facts and folklore connected with them. 

THE AMERICAN HERITAGE BOOK 
OF GREAT HISTORIC PLACES. 
Narrative by Richard M. Ketchum, 
Am. Heritage Pub. Co., $12.50. 

A large, beautiful, pictorial guidebook 

to approximately 3,000 places of historical 

significance in our country’s past, with 
individual state listings of places to see. 

AND THERE WAS LIGHT, THE 
DISCOVERY OF THE UNIVERSE. 
Rudolf Thiel. Knopf, $6.95. 

Up-to-date, thorough. The changing con- 

cepts of the universe from the astrologers 

of ancient Babylon to the astro-physicists 
of the space age. 

AROUND THE WORLD IN NINETY 
MINUTES. David O. Woodbury. Har- 
court, $5.75. 

On satellites. As ‘up-to-the-minute as 

Sputnik. Combines facts with prophecies 

of what could happen, according to in- 

formation now available. 

BOOK BAIT, DETAILED NOTES ON 
ADULT BOOKS POPULAR WITH 
YOUNG PEOPLE. Elinor Walker, ed. 
A.L.A., $1.25. 

This pamphlet, an aid for the busy librar- 

ian, can be used as a book selection and 

readers’ guidance tool, and as a source 
of information for book talks. Unfortunate- 
ly, some titles are out of print. 


CANADA, TOMORROW’S GIANT. 

Bruce Hutchinson. Knopf, $5.00. 
Delightful, informative, picturesquely writ- 
ten book on Canada, the record of a 
coast to coast tour. A follow-up to his 
CANADA, THE UNKNOWN COUN- 
TRY written fifteen years before. 


THE CENTURY OF THE SURGEON. 
Jurgen Thorwald. Pantheon, $5.95. 

To lend continuity and vividness, this 

comprehensive history of surgery from 

its real beginning in 1846 is related through 

the eyewitness accounts of a fictitious 

character. 





12 NORTH COUNTRY LIBRARIES 


THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF HOUuUspR. 
HOLD HINTS AND DOLLAR 
STRETCHERS.. .Michael Gore. Han. 
over House, $3.95. 

Practical help for the do-it-yourself people, 

THE FABRIC OF MEMORY. Eleanor 
Robson Belmont. Farrar, $5.50. 

The autobiography of a _ beautiful and 

talented woman on the stage and -in 

society, and her contribution to many good 
causes in both England and America. 

*THE FLAG BOOK. Preben Kannick. 
Barrows, $3.50. 

A popular priced, pocket-size reference 

book on the flags of the world, including 

special flags, those of historic interest, and 
the national coats of arms, reproduced in 
brilliant color. 

FLOWER ARRANGING FOR EVERY 
DAY AND SPECIAL OCCASIONS. 
Better Homes & Gardens, Meredith, 
$2.95. 

Inexpensive, attractive, colorful book for 

the beginner in particular. The funda- 

mentals of the Traditional, Oriental, and 

Modern styles of design. 


THE FREEDOM TO READ, PER- 
SPECTIVE AND PROGRAM. Richard 
McKeon and others. Bowker, $2.50. 
Paper $1.25. 

A study of the problems connected with 

censorship and the freedom to read books. 

Attempts to foster general understanding 

of the need to make an intelligent approach 

to the whole subject. 


GOOD HOUSEKEEPING BOOK OF 
HOME DECORATION FOR THE 
AVERAGE PERSON. Mary L. Brandt. 
McGraw, $7.95. 

An attractive, pictorial book, giving room 

by room, easy-to-follow directions for 

making home a more inviting place in 
which to live, with a useful section on how 
to buy. 

*LARRY  LOLLER’S COMPLETE 
BOOK OF CAMPING AND THE 
OUTDOORS. Randon, $2.95. 

Every phase of camping in brief, easy ex- 

planations and pictures, with a list of 

more than 200 camp sites across the nation. 


LEGENDS OF THE NEW ENGLAND 
COAST. Edward Rowe Snow. Dodd, 
$4.50. 

A selection of fact and fancy from colonial 

days to the present by an author who 
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specializes in collecting and retelling these 
tales. Includes some New Hampshire lore. 


OLD AMERICAN HOUSES, HOW TO 
RESTORE, REMODEL, AND RE- 
PRODUCE THEM. Henry L. and 
Ottalie K. Williams. Coward, $6.95. 

Every phase of preserving colonial and 

post-colonial houses, illustrated with in- 

terior and exterior views. The authors 
give the benefit of their experience in re- 
storing twenty-one such houses. 


*PALMER’S FIELDBOOK OF MAM- 
MALS...E. Laurence Palmer. Dutton, 
$3.75. 

A handy, illustrated, concise, authoritative 

fieldbook on domestic and wild mammals, 

written for the average person. 


*PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN CIRCUS. John and Alice 
Durant. Barnes, $10.00. 

Both a picture and a reference book on the 

circus, from its Old World beginnings to 

the present, including 100 circuses and 
their histories. 

PLANNING YOUR EXHIBIT. Janet 
Lane and Beatrice K. Tolleris. National 
Publicity Council for Health and Wel- 
fare Services, Inc. $1.25. 

Useful ideas on setting up library exhibits, 

with brief information on materials to use. 


*THE SPACE ENCYCLOPAEDIA, A 
GUIDE TO ASTRONOMY AND 
SPACE RESEARCH. Dutton, $6.95. 
A popular, factual coverage, complete 
with illustrations, maps, and diagrams. 


STANDARD CATALOG FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 7th ed. A 
selected catalog of 3,585 books. Part 1. 
Classified catalog. Part 2. Author, title, 
subject and analytical index. Part 3. 
Directory of publishers. Wilson, service 
basis. 

A new edition (including a Catholic 

supplement of 650 additional titles) of an 

extremely useful reference book, planned 
with the needs of the smaller libraries 
in mind. Use as a buying’ guide, a catalog- 
ing aid, a bibliography for suggested 

reading, an index to the collection, and a 

check-list for weeding. 

SUBJECT INDEX TO POETRY FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE. 
A.L.A., $9.00 

A comprehensive, graded (kindergarten 

to high school) subject index to 157 poetry 


collections, prepared principally for li- 

brarians’ use. 

THREE HUNDRED YEARS OF AMER- 
ICAN PAINTING. Alexander Eliot. 
Time, $13.50. 

A large, colorful volume depicting the 

history of American painting expressed 

whenever possible through the words of 
the artists themselves, arranged to form 

a continuing story. 


THREE WISE VIRGINS. Gladys Brooks. 
Dutton, $4.00. 

Three New England women crusaders: 
Dorothea Lynde Dix, who improved 
the lot of the mentally ill; Elizabeth Palmer 
Peabody, who introduced the Froebel 
Kindergarten to America; and Catharine 
Maria Sedgwick, who started the American 
tradition in literature. 


TILL I END MY SONG. Robert Gibb- 
ings. Dutton, $4.50. 

A pleasant book of musing on people, places, 

and things suggested by the author’s 

ramblings while living in a 500-year-old 

house on the Thames. Illustrated with 

many beautiful woodcuts by the author. 


A TRAVELLER IN ROME. H. V. 
Morton. Dodd, $6.00. 

The Rome of the ages is recreated and 

merged with the Rome of the present in 

this detailed historical tour. For the real 

or armchair traveller. 


*TREASURY OF FOREIGN CARS 
OLD AND NEW. Floyd Clymer. Mc- 
Graw, $7.50. 

For the sports enthusiasts in particular, the 

cars of yesterday and today, representative 

of ten foreign countries and twenty-six 
current manufacturers. 


TRIUMPH OVER ODDS, AN AN- 
THOLOGY OF MAN’S UNCONQU- 
ERABLE SPIRIT. J. Donald Adams. 
Duell, $6.00. 

Tales of physical and spiritual ordeals 

showing man’s individual achievements 

from Biblical times. 





CHILDRENS BOOK’S 


Mrs. RutH H. PAQUETTE, 
Librarian St. Albans Federation, Vermont 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 


FRIENDLY BEAR. Robert Bright. 
Doubleday, $2.00. 








Matt came to have Grampa read him a 
story, but Grampa was not at home. 
Friendly Bear, down by the beehives, 
greatly resembled him, and Matt was 
about to ask Friendly Bear to read the 
story, when Grampa appeared and saved 
the day. Little children will be amused by 
the similarity between the bear and Gram- 
pa. 


HAROLD’S TRIP TO THE SKY. Croc- 
kett Johnson, Harper, $1.50. 

With purple crayon in hand, Harold draws 

himself a trip to the moon. His rocket over- 

shoots and he lands on Mars, sees his idea 

of a Martian take form, and decides to 

hurry back home. 


JEFFIE’S PARTY. Gene Zion. Harper, 
$2.50. 

Jeffie’s costume party was a big surprise 
to everyone. At the unmasking, the mouse 
who had sung louder than anyone proved 
to be her quiet little friend Mary; the 
turtle who won the lawn race was slow- 
poke Pete; the rabbit who came in last 
was usually speedy Jack. 


MELLOPS GO DIVING FOR TREAS- 
URE. Tomi Ungerer. Harper, $2.00. 

The father pig and his four sons of THE 
MELLOPS GO FLYING are off on a 
treasure hunt on and under the sea. 
Amusing drawings of undersea activity 
include an encounter with an octopus 
which is charmed away by a merpig. 


MELVIN THE MOOSE CHILD. Louis 
Slobodkin. Macmillan, $2.75. 

Living in the South Woods because his 
father was susceptible to colds, little Melvin 
was lonely, and one day set out for the 
North Woods to find some moose play- 
mates. Instead, he found a young beaver, 
a fawn, and a bear cub, and they all 
played happily together until it began to 
get dark and cold and each ran home as 
fast as he could go. 

MOUSE HOUSE. Rumer Godden. Viking 

$2.75. 

An enchanting story of a little girl named 
Mary and of a mouse family who lived in 
a flower pot in the basement until the day 
when the youngest child ventured upstairs. 
There she discovered the little red Mouse 
House, just right for her family. Mary was 
delighted when the real mice evicted the 
toy ones and settled down to live in style. 
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OVER AND OVER. Charlotte Zolotoy, 
Harper, $2.75. 

A little girl loves all the holidays of the 
year but is not quite sure which comes next, 
Remembering the snowman, the Thanks. 
giving dinner, the valentines, and her 
birthday cake, when her next birthday 
rolls around she wishes for them all to 
happen “over and over.” 


PANTALONI. Bettina. Harper, $2.50, 
A beautiful and authentic picture of life 
in an Italian village, as a little boy searches 
for his lost dog. By the author of the 
“Cocolo” books. 


RUSTY RINGS A_ BELL. Franklyn 
Branley. Crowell, $2.50. 
An easy science book explaining how Rusty 
learns to make an electric bell ring. A 
simple and perfectly safe experiment for 
little folks, using materials found at home 
or purchased for very little money. 
SIX FOOLISH FISHERMAN. Benjamin 
Elkin. Children’s Pr., $2.50. 
An old folk tale retold in simple fashion 
for beginning readers. Six fishing brothers 
fear one of their number is lost because 
each, counting in turn, overlooks himself. 
TRUE BOOK OF TRANSPORTATION. 
Elsa Posell. Children’s Pr., $2.00. 
The history of transportation, from the 
plodding caveman who travelled on foot 
to the flier who soars around the world in 
his jet plane, simply told in test and pictures. 
WHERE ANY YOUNG CAT MIGHT 
BE. Carol Denison. Dodd, $2.50. 
Hampered by colds, Mother and Father 
Cat could not depend upon their normal 
sense of smell to find their lost Kitten. 
They searched everywhere, only to find 
him at last sound asleep on Grandmother's 
lap, ‘“‘where any young cat might be,” and 
where they promptly joined him. 





FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


AFRAID TO RIDE. C. W. Anderson. 
Macmillan, $2.75. 

A sensitive mare and a wise man restore 
to Judy her love of riding, lost after a bad 
fall. In exchange, Fair Lady, cruelly mis- 
treated by her former owner, regains her 
confidence in humans, and she and Judy 
win a place on the Hunt team. Beautifully 
illustrated by the author. 
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ALL ABOUT ELECTRICITY. Ira M. 
Freeman. Random, $1.95. 

Another book in the “Allabout’’ series 
gives the basic principles of electricity 
in the simplest possible terms. Magnets, 
batteries, motors, generators, transformers, 
telephone, telegraph, radio and television 
are explained, with some historical informa- 
tion included. Useful for the slow, older 
reader. 

BOWLEG BILL: SEAGOING COW- 
PUNCHER. Harold W. Fenton. Pren- 
tice, $2.95. 

An hilarious tall tale about an eight- 

foot, four-inch Wyoming cowboy who 

follows his herd of cattle as it is shipped 

from Portland to San Francisco. The mix- 

ture of salt and sagebrush in the dialogue 

produces amusing results. 


CHUCHO, THE BOY WItH THE 
GOOD NAME. Eula Mark Phillips. 
Follett, $3.15. 

A twelve-year old Mexican Indian boy 
takes his younger brother and their goat 
on a long and difficult journey to relatives 
after the death of their grandmother. By 
his courage, honesty and good deeds along 
the way, Chucho proves himself worthy 
of his name. 


DANIEL BOONE’S ECHO. William 
O. Steele. Harcourt, $2.50. 

Another tall tale about Daniel Boone in 

which he and his young companion, Aaron, 

set out to prove that Kentucky is not a 

place full of ‘‘strange and monstrous var- 

mints” but a good place to settle. 


HERE COME THE BEAVERS! 
Goudey. Scribner, $2.50. 
The life story of a pair of beavers in the 
Adirondacks, showing how they build 
their home, use their warning system, store 
up their winter food, etc. The final chapter 
tells how beavers have been parachuted 
from planes into parts of New Mexico where 
dams were needed for conservation. 
JIM THE CAT. Jean P. Colby. Little, 
$2.50. 
A stray kitten, adopted by the Holden 
family, helps to bring Lucy back to full 
health after a severe illness. Easy-to-read. 
LEPRECHAUN OF BAYOU LANE. 
Joan Balfour Payne. Hastings, $2.75. 
When the little fisherman, Joss Turnipseed, 
met the leprechaun in the Mississippi 
bayous, he was asked to help get rid of 


Alice 


pirate ghosts who had stolen the leprechaun’s 
gold when he landed here from Ireland 
a hundred years before. Joss, with the 
help of a band of Little Red People and 
some sulphur matches, removed the ghosts 
and was rewarded with a chest of gold, 
making it possible for all the family to 
have new shoes for the Fourth-of-July 
picnic. 
LET’S GO TO THE POST OFFICE. 
Naomi Buchheimer. Putman, $1.95. 
Cartoon-like pictures and easy text explain 
the work that goes on behind the scenes 
in the Post Office. Descriptions of the 
system, equipment, and personnel used 
in handling incoming and outgoing mail 
will make this a valuable aid to the teacher 
of social studies. 


A LITTLE LAUGHTER. Katherine 
Love. Crowell, $2.50. 
A collection of light-hearted poems by 
such well-known authors as: Edward 
Lear, Eleanor Farjeon, Laura E. Richards, 
Ogden Nash, Walter de la Mare, T. S. 
Eliot, Phyllis McGinley, Kenneth Gra- 
hame, and many cthers. Indexed by 
author, title, and first line. 
MYSTERY OF THE GREEN CAT. 
Phyllis A. Whitney. Westminster, $2.75. 
Relationships are strained for a time after 
Jill and her younger sister come to live 
with their mother, a new stepfather, and 
two step-brothers. However, the solving 
of the mystery surrounding the house next 
door resolves all their differences. A better- 
than-average mystery story. 


SINGING HOLIDAYS: THE CALEN- 
DAR IN FOLK SONG. Oscar Brand. 
Knopf, $5.95. 

Ninety folk songs grouped around thirty 

holidays we celebrate in America have 

a little explanation of each holiday, appro- 

priate illustrations, and the piano music 

for each song. All titles and first lines are 
indexed. 


STAR GIRL. Henry Winterfield. Har- 
court, $2.75. 
Little Mo accidentally falls from her 
father’s space ship into the forest where 
some children are gathering mushrooms. 
They believe her story but the adults 
doubt that her father gave her her diamond 
necklace, or that she came from Venus. 
After much difficulty, the children succeed 
in getting Mo to the open space in the 
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forest where she is to meet her father after 
dark. For the science fiction readers. 


SWAMP LIFE, AN ALMANAC. Glen 
Rounds. Prentice. $3.00. 

How nature has equipped the beaver, the 
muskrat, the snake, and the various birds 
to adapt to their environment is explained 
in this book of the conservation of our 
natural resources. The residents of Little 
Firey Gizzard Swamp are presented in 
their seasonal round of work and play 
with understanding and affection. 


TIPPECANOE AND TYLER, TOO! 

Stanley Young. Random, $1.95. 
Another book in the ‘“Landmark’’ series 
presents an _ interesting biography of 
William Henry Harrison, who served as 
territorial governor and frontier soldier 
during the War of 1812. 





FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


BULLDOG ATTITUDE. Gilbert Doug- 
las. Crowell, $2.75. 

Mark Henson, transferring from a small 
high school where he had been a star on 
the basketball team, is disappointed when 
the Bulldogs of the much-larger Jackson 
High do not put out the welcoming mat 
for him. How he resolves his difficulties 
with his uncle, with the team captain, 
and his classmates, makes an unusually 
good sports story. 


CLUE IN THE ANTIQUE CLOCK. 
Helen Girvan. Westminister, $2.75. 
Cheryl Thorne, a young art student in 
New York, turns detective to solve a 
mystery connected with an old clock in 
her uncle’s collection. An intriguing story 

for the teen-ager. 
COLONIAL LIVING. Edwin Tunis. 
World, $4.95. 
All the details of life in the Colonies, from 
earliest times to the Revolution, with over 
200 drawings and appropriate captions 
by the author are in this new book for all 
ages. Included are house construction, 
food preparation, dyeing, spinning, weaving, 
the making of soap and candles, and many 
others. 
THE ELEMENTS: BUILDERS OF THE 
* UNIVERSE. Jerome Meyer. World, 
$3.95. 


The fascinating story of ninety-two na 
elements, and the man-made elen 
which govern the physical world, told 
clear, non-technical language and generoy 
ly illustrated with photographs, diagran 
and line drawings. An excellent book 
the better student. 


FLIGHT OF THE WILDLING. 
guerite Vance. Dutton, $2.95. 

A narrative biography of Elisabeth, 

beautiful daughter of Duke Maximili 

of Bavaria, who became at sixteen 

Consort of her cousin Franz Jos 

Emperor of Austria and King of Hungay 

A good picture of royalty in the ] 

century. 

LENS MAGIC. Frances Rogers. Lipp 
cott, $3.00. 

The use of glass in helping man see and 

understand the world he lives in. Includes 

the history of the lens and presents materi 

on optical lenses as well as those used 

cameras, microscopes, and telescopes. Cares 

fully illustrated by the author. | 


MIDNIGHT, CHAMPION BUCKING 

HORSE. Sam Savitt. Dutton, $2. 
The career of one of the greatest buck 
horses in all rodeo history, told in 
first person by the three men who kn 
him best. A thrilling story about a trul 
great horse. 


MORE THAN GLAMOUR. Grace 
Kinsinger. Nelson, $2.75. 
Older girls will enjoy this story of growin 
up and falling in love in which Kath 
McCullough learns how important it 
to be just herself. 
RUBENS. Elizabeth Ripley. Oxford, $3.0 
A concise biography of Peter Paul Ru 
in which the black-and-white illustra 
facing each page of the text attempt 
bring out all the important facets of h 
art: portraits, religious paintings, sketche 


SNOWSHOE THOMPSON. Adrien 
Stoutenburg. Scribner, $2.95. Pe 
A fast-moving biography of John Thomp 
son, ‘‘the father of American skiing.” Wheat 
no one could get over the High Sierras with — 
mail, news, and help, he fashioned a paif | 
of skiis like those he had seen in his nativé~ 
Norway. In January, 1856, he started the — 
difficult and dangerous mail route h¢€ 
carried on for nearly fifteen years. Both” 
boys and girls will enjoy this. oe 














